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CHANGES TO CHAPTER 633 EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2013 
 
 
DATE:   July 9, 2013 

 
The Division of State Fire Marshal, Bureau of Fire Prevention, is responsible for the development and adoption 
of the Florida Fire Prevention Code, the review and inspection of all state-owned and leased facilities, and the 
certification of fire protection system contractors and fire equipment dealers in Florida in accordance with 
Chapter 633 of the Florida Statutes. This chapter of laws was significantly amended in the 2013 Session of the 
Florida Legislature and the amendments became effective on July 1, 2013. As a public resource of general 
information for individuals and entities subject to the provisions of Chapter 633, Florida Statutes, relating to the 
Florida Fire Prevention Code, fire protection system contractors, and fire equipment dealers, the Bureau has 
written a summary of changes in the laws in these areas. 
 
The purpose of this memo is to highlight different areas that may directly impact the reader as a result of changes 
to Florida Statutes.  For additional information, the reader is encouraged to review the complete text of the 
relevant sections of the law. The complete text is contained in Chapter 2013-183, Laws of Florida, and can be 
viewed at http://laws.flrules.org/2013/183. 
 
 
1. Definitions 

• “Contractor IV” means a contractor whose business is limited to the execution of contracts requiring the 
ability to lay out, fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and service automatic fire sprinkler systems for 
detached one-family dwellings, detached two-family dwellings, and mobile homes, excluding 
preengineered systems and excluding single-family homes in cluster units, such as apartments, 
condominiums, and assisted living facilities or any building that is connected to other dwellings.  A 
contractor IV is limited to the scope of practice specified in NFPA 13D. 

• “Contractor V” means a contractor whose business is limited to the execution of contracts requiring the 
ability to fabricate, install, inspect, alter, repair, and service the underground piping for a fire protection 
system using water as the extinguishing agent beginning at the point of service as defined in this act and 
ending no more than 1 foot above the finished floor. 
The definitions in the subsection may not be construed to include engineers or architects and do not limit 
or prohibit a licensed fire protection engineer or architect with fire protection design experience from 
designing any type of fire protection system.  A distinction is made between system design concepts 
prepared by the design professional and system layout as defined in this section and typically prepared 
by the contractor.  However, a person certified as a Contractor I, Contractor II, or Contractor IV under 
this chapter may design fire protection systems of 49 or fewer sprinklers, and may design the alteration 
of an existing fire sprinkler system if the alteration consists of the relocation, addition, or deletion of not 
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more than 49 sprinklers, notwithstanding the size of the existing fire sprinkler system.  A person certified 
as a Contractor I, Contractor II, or Contractor IV may design a fire protection system the scope of which 
complies with NFPA 13D, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings and Manufactured Homes, as adopted by the State Fire Marshal, notwithstanding the number 
of fire sprinklers.  Contractor-developed plans may not be required by any local permitting authority to 
be sealed by a registered professional engineer. 

• “Fire Hydrant” means a connection to a water main, elevated tank, or other source of water for the 
purpose of supplying water to a fire hose or other fire protection apparatus for fire suppression 
operations.  The term does not include a fire protection system. 

• “Fire Protection System” means a system individually designed to protect the interior or exterior of a 
specific building or buildings, structure, or other special hazard from fire.  Such systems include, but are 
not limited to, water sprinkler systems, water spray systems, foam-water sprinkler systems, foam-water 
spray systems, carbon dioxide systems, foam extinguishing systems, dry chemical systems, and Halon 
and other chemical systems used for fire protection use.  Such systems also include any overhead and 
underground fire mains, fire hydrants and hydrant mains, standpipes and hoses connected to sprinkler 
systems, sprinkler tank heaters, air lines, thermal systems used in connection with fire sprinkler systems, 
and tanks and pumps connected to fire sprinkler systems. 

•  “Firesafety Inspector” means an individual who holds a current and valid Fire Safety Inspector 
Certificate of Compliance issued by the division under s. 633.216 who is officially assigned the duties of 
conducting firesafety inspections of buildings and facilities on a recurring or regular basis on behalf of 
the state or any county, municipality, or special district with fire safety responsibilities. 

• “Suspension” means the temporary withdrawal of a license, certificate, or permit issued pursuant to 
Chapter 633, Florida Statutes. 
 
 

2. Criminal Offenses: 
• It is a first degree misdemeanor  to intentionally or willfully render a fire protection system, fire 

extinguisher, or preengineered system required by statute or by rule inoperative except while during such 
time as the fire protection system, fire extinguisher, or preengineered system is being serviced, 
hydrotested, tested, repaired, or recharged, except pursuant to court order. 

 
 
3. Notice of Change of Address of Record   

• Any individual issued a license, permit, or certificate under this chapter shall notify the Division in 
writing of any changes to his or her current mailing address, e-mail address, and place of practice as 
specified in rule adopted by the Division.  

• Notwithstanding any other provision of law, delivery by regular mail or e-mail to a licensee, permittee, 
or certificate holder, using the last known mailing address or email address on record with the Division, 
constitutes adequate and sufficient notice to the licensee, permittee, or certificate holder of any official 
communication by the Division. 

• Any individual issued a license, permit, or certificate under this chapter shall notify the Division in 
writing within 30 days after pleading guilty or nolo contendere to, or being convicted or found guilty of, 
any felony or a crime punishable by imprisonment of 1 year or more under the law of the United States 
or of any state thereof, or under the law of any other country, without regard to whether a judgment of 
conviction has been entered by the court having jurisdiction of the case. 

 
 
4. 

• The Council must meet at least semiannually. 
Florida Fire Code Advisory Council 

• The Council may review proposed changes to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 
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5. 
• An alternative member of the Informal Interpretation Committee may respond to a nonbinding 

interpretation if the member notifies the Fire Code Interpretation Committee that he or she is unable to 
respond. 

Informal Interpretations of the Florida Fire Prevention Code 

• Each nonbinding interpretation of code provisions must be provided within 15 business days after receipt 
of a request for interpretation. 

• The petition for informal interpretations must now also contain a single question that is capable of being 
answered with a “yes” or “no” response. 

 
 
6. 

• A firesafety inspector certificate is valid for a period of 4 years from the date of issuance or renewal date. 
Firesafety Inspector 

• The renewal of a firesafety inspector certification requires completion of at least 54 hours of continuing 
education during the preceding 4-year period.  For a certificate renewed or reissued on or after January 1, 
2015, at least eight of the 54 hours required must consist of education or training related to the 
application of the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

• A previously certified firesafety inspector whose certification has lapsed for 8 years or more must repeat 
the firesafety inspector training as specified by the Division. 

 
 
7. 

• The classification of Special State Firesafety Inspector is abolished and all Special Firesafety Inspector 
certifications expire at midnight on June 30, 2013. 

Special State Firesafety Inspector 

 
 
8. 

• The term “state-owned building” includes private correctional facilities as defined under Section 
944.710(3), Florida Statutes. 

Inspections of State Buildings 

• A state-owned building or state-leased building or space shall be identified through use of the United 
States National Grid Coordinate System. 

 
 
9. 

• The board shall act in an advisory capacity to the State Fire Marshal and shall meet regularly as the need 
presents itself. 

Florida Fire Safety Board 

• As soon as practicable after July 1, 2013, the board shall meet to elect officers from its membership, 
whose terms shall expire on June 30 and annually thereafter. 

 
 
10. 

• A licensed fire equipment dealer who wishes to withdraw a previously filed halon equipment exemption 
affidavit and engage in the business of servicing halon equipment must submit a written statement 
requesting the withdrawal to the division.  The dealer must also submit to an inspection by the State Fire 
Marshal in order to determine that the dealer possesses the equipment required to service halon 
equipment. 

Fire Equipment Dealer Licensing 

• A license in an inactive status may remain in an inactive status for four (4) years. 
• An applicant with facilities located out of state must: 

o Provide a notarized statement from a professional engineer licensed by the applicant’s state of 
domicile certifying that the applicant possesses the equipment required or 

o Pay for the inspection to be conducted by the State Fire Marshal. 
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• A licensee may apply to downgrade their license if they: 
o Submit an application for the license and pay the required fee 
o Submit proof of insurance coverage 
o Submit to a facility inspection to ensure all equipment is satisfactory. 

 
 
11. 

• The Contractor V may install the cross-connection backflow prevention device as defined in this chapter 
on new installations following the engineer of record’s direction on the type and size of the device. 

Installation of Fire Protection Systems 

 
 


