
August 13, 2018 

The Honorable Carla Hand 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
Calhoun County 
20859 Central Avenue E., Room 130 
Blountstown, FL 32424 

Dear Ms. Hand: 

CHIEFFINANaAL omCER 
JIMMY PATRONIS 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

We completed our Article V Clerk of the Circuit Court Expenditure Compliance Audit in 
accordance with Florida Statutes. Enclosed is a copy of our final report. 

We appreciate your advanced preparation for our audit and the courtesy extended to our team. 
We look forward to working with your office in the future. 

Please contact Kim Holland at (850) 413-5700 or kim.holland!QJmvfloridacfo.com if you have 
any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Marie Merry • Assistant Director 

Division of Accounting and Auditing 
200 East Gaines Street• Tallahassee. Florida 32399-0353 • Tel. 850-413-5510 • Fax. 850-413-5553 

Email • mark.merry@myfloridacfo.com 
AFFIRMATIVE AcnON • EQUAL ru>!'at'IUNITY EMPLOYER 



JIMMY PATRONIS 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

Florida Department of Financial Services 

CALHOUN COUNTY 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
COMPLIANCE AUDIT 

Report No. 2018-29 

August 7, 2018 

The Department of Financial Services (DFS) bas completed an audit of the Calhoun County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court1 • The auditors sampled court-related administrative and payroll expenditure accounts and 
transactions to determine whether, in making such expenditures. the Clerk's office complied with 
applicable State laws2. 

• The auditors sampled administrative and payroll court-related expenditure accounts and
transactions to determine if the Clerk's office was in compliance with Sections 28.35(3),
28.37(5), 28.24(12) and 29.008, Florida Statutes (F.S.). The expenditure samples confirmed
court-related expenditures were in compliance and funds were expended for allowable court­
related costs.

B.\Ch':C ROL''\' D 

In 2013, the Florida Legislature passed legislation that removed the Clerks of the Circuit Courts from the 
State appropriations process3

• The 2013 legislation requires that all court-related functions must be 
funded from filing fees, service charges, costs, and fines retained by the Clerks. That portion of all :fines, 
fees; service charges, and costs collected by the Clerks for the previous month that exceeds one-
twelfth (1/12) of a Clerk's total budget must be remitted to the State. Those funds are deposited into the 
State of Florida's Clerk of the Court Trust Fund. For those Clerks who collect less than their approved 
budgets, the shortage is disbursed from the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund. In addition, the DFS' role 
was changed to providing audits of only the Clerks, court-related expenditures. 

The organix.ation that governs the Clerks, the Florida Clerks of Court Ope-rations Corporation (CCOC), 
was initially formed to review and certify proposed budgets :from each Clerk. In 2017, the Florida 
Legislature passed new legislation4 giving the CCOC the duty of approving the proposed budgets 
submitted by the Clerks of the Circuit Courts as required by State lawS. The 2017 legislation provides 
that the CCOC must ensure that the total combined budgets of the Clerks of the Circuit Courts do not 
exceed the total estimated revenues available for court-related expenditures as determined by the most 
recent Revenue Estimating Conference. 

1 Secti.01134.031, Florida Statutes
2 Sections 28.35(3Xa) and 28.37(5), Florida Statutes. 
3 Chapter 2013-44, Laws of Florida. 
4 Chapt.cr2017-126, Laws ofFlorida. 
s Section 28.36. Florida Statutes. 
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