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December 18, 2019 

Mark Merry 
Assistant Director 
Division of Accounting & Auditing 
Office of Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patron is 
Florida Department of Financial Services 

RE: Citrus County Aliicle V Clerk of the Circuit Court Expenditure Audit 

Dear Mr. Merry, 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide responses to the Observations and Recommendations 
contained in Audit Report 2019-48. With the exception of Recommendation 1, the Clerk concurs 
with the findings and procedures have been or will be implemented in accordance with 
Recommendations 2 - 4. 

Recommendation 1: We recommend the Clerk's office ensure that its court-related 
expenditures are allowed according to Section 29.008, F.S. 

Response: Florida Statute 29.008 provides that the County is required to pay for anything related to 
public facilities. In certain instances, there is a lack of funding for this provision of the law, however, 
the Clerk is compelled to abide by statute 741.30 (2)(C)(4). This law requires that the Clerk provide 
an area and environment that protects the petitioner's privacy to the extent practical while completing 
the forms for injunction for protection against domestic violence. To concur with the finding would 
infer the Clerk's subjugation of sworn responsibility to serve the citizens and comply with the laws of 
Florida. Therefore, I do not concur. 

Recommendation 2: We recommend the Clerk's office ensure that the cell phone subsidies 
are paid initially by the county in accordance with section 29.008, F.S. Alternatively, we 
recommend the Clerk's office itemize its reimbursements from the county in sufficient detail 
so that they can be traced back to the account where the expenditure initially incurred. 

Response: I concur with the finding. 
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Recommendation 3: We recommend the Clerk's office adhere to Section 112.061, F.S., and its 
travel policy and procedure, which requires prior authorization for travel as described above. 
This can be in any form of as long as it contains the elements required by statute. 

Response: I concur with the finding. 

Recommendation 4: We recommend the Clerk office establish a method for sampling 
employees' time and effort between court-related and non-court related activities to ensure 
accuracy in the budgeting process and the appropriation of State funds. The methodology 
should include a basis for concluding whether the budgetary estimates are accurate. The 
Clerk's office might consider using a sampling method such as a time study, or guidance 
such as that found in Code of Federal Regulation (2 CFR 200), Appendix V. 

Response: I concur with the finding. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to respond and for the courtesy and professionalism of the 
representatives of your office who conducted the audit. 

 

Angela Vick 
Citrus County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 




