CHIEFFINANCIAL OFFIiCER

JIMMY PATRONIS
STATE OF FLORIDA

February 6, 2025

Mr. Elon Musk

U.S. DOGE Service Temporary Organization
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20006

Dear Mr. Musk:

As Chief Financial Officer for the State of Florida, I cannot fully express how important the Department of
Govemment Efficiency (DOGE) is to our country.

To support your mission, | strongly recommend that DOGE audit censorship grants to universities, specifically
through the U.S. Department of Defense and government entities that partner with USAID, such as the National
Science Foundation. Narrowing queries with certain keywords will prove highly fruitful; for example,
“misinfermation,” “disinformation,” “narrative,” “undesirable content,” to name a few.

In September, [ issued records requests to public universities in Florida inquiring about the use of taxpayer money for
NewsGuard Technologies, Inc.; Global Disinformation Index; Global Engagement Center; and Graphika

Technologies, Inc.

Although | have yet to receive responses for each records request, one response was revealing, It showed a purchasing
order from the University of Central Florida (UCF) for a $13,500 NewsGuard subscription that was used for a larger
U.S. Department of Defense project, specifically for the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, or DARPA.

The purchasing order came with a NewsGuard licensing agreement that listed the specific name ofthe research project,
which matched the name of a $500,000 DARPA award at the University’s College of Engineering and Computer
Science. The purchasing order also indicated that the NewsGuard subscription was needed to fulfill “Dol objectives™
regardinga DARPA program that addressed so-called “misinfonination” and “disinfonnation” across traditional media

and social media.

A separate records response from the University of Florida showed an invoice for a $7,500 NewsGuard subscription,
with an accompanying licensing agreement claiming to “help consumers distinguish legitimate news and information
websites from those that provide unreliable or false information.”

While these two examples may seem small, they are clear indications of larger concemns. | sirongly believe that an
audit of federal grants to universities using the above keywords will reveal millions of dollars in taxpayer-funded
censorship research. President Trump has said, “Ifeve don’t have fiee speech, then we don’t have a fiee country.” He
is absolutely right, and I urge DOGE to continue its work on behalf of the American people.

Sincerely,

Jilofy Pefidnis
Chief Financiai Officer
Attachments

C: Raymond Rodrigues, Chancellor of the Fiorida State University System

DEPARTMENT @F FINANCIAL SERVICES
THE CAPITOL. TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0301 -+ {850)413-2850 FAX (850) 413-2950



&S‘& UNIVERSITY OF
Wl CENTRAL FLORIDA

12424 Research Pkwy, Suite 355
Orlando, FL 32826-3249
United States

Suppller:

NewsGuaid Techwologies
25 West 52nd Sheet
New York, NY 10019
Unitad Siates of America

Purchase Order

Purchase Order Number PO-UCF-00005284
Purchase Order Date| 09/23/2022
Purchase Order Type, Services

Requested Delivery Date|

Payment Terms, Net 30
Payment Type! ACH
Buyer
Phene Number| +1 (407
Email
Tax Exempt ID) 85-8012703010C-9
Paga 1 of 2
Ship To:

The University of Central Florida Board of Trusiees

12800 PEGASUS DR.

QORLANDO, FL 32616-0000

it erica

Daliver To:

Bl To:

The Universli of Central Florida Board of Trustees
12800 PEGASUS DR.

ORLANDO, FL 32816-0000

United States of America
Total Lines Amount Total Tax Amount Total PQ Amount
13,500.00 0.00 13.500.00
Shipping Terms Shipping Method Shipping Instruction
FOB Destinatlon Best

This procuremsent is subject fo the General Provisions and Certifications for Government
Contracis a copy of which is available at the following link: https:/fprocurement.ucf.edu/general-procedures/

UCF’s acceptance of and payment for Vendor’s goods and/or services is hereby expressly made conditional on Vendor’s assent to
UCF’s standard Puschase Order terms found at: http://procurement.ucf.edu {*“UCF Standard Terms™y and ali of Vendor's terms are
hereby rejected, except as otherwise noted in the UCF Standard Terms. Any language reviewed and approved by the UCF
General Counsel's Office prevails over conflicting terms in UCF’s Standard Terms.

Authorized Signature



http://procurement.ucf.edu
https://procurement.ucf.edu/general-procedures

12424 Research Plwy, Suite 355 Purchase Order
Orlando, FL 32826-3249

United States Purchase Order Numberl PO-UCF.00005284
Purchase Order Datel 09/23/2022
Purchase Order Type| Services
Requested Dalivery
Payment Term MNet 30
Payment Type| ACH
Buyer
Phone Number|

Ema

Tax Exempt B5-8012703010C-9
Page 2 of 2
E Lines ]
Live Number ODesgighon Star| Date End Date Ove Dute Amunt
1 NewsGurad Quote/Agreemant 09/22/2022 09/2212023 13,500.00

to provide DARPA Modeling
Infiuence Pathways (MIPs})
piaject data source. The dais
souree pravides a
trustworthiness tating for about
1000 news sources. Fully
Execuvted agreemant in
Cobblestone #32294.
Department decided to go with
NewsGuard as the price we
negotiated was $13.500. When
wo started diseussions with
Newsguard, they provided a
pricing sheet for govesnment/
academit uses with pricing at
$18.000. This pricing was
based on the fimding source of
the reseasch, which in our case
was DARPA. Afier some
discussion and negotiation,
Newswatch agreed to reduce
thi8ir price from 18,000 to
$43,500 or a 25% reduction due
%0 our compelling use case for
using therr product. The price
sheet for outside nor-academic
usais is $25,000.

Newsguard has a unique
methodolagy that requised years
of testing, fine-tuning and
Investing in methods to provide
a highly retiable way % scole
news source trustworthiness
The pricing seemed like afair
value given that if we were to
inifiate a simllar effait to staff
and congiuct such a score, thera
would be a high multipie of 10
or 100x the cost above. The
ability %o buy this value-added
servics oulright accelerates our
efforts to use this data as a
foundational piece of gaining
our ability %o explore influernce
pathways for the DoD
objectives. This cost for a one-
year ficense for using their
service seemed ¢o be fair and
cost effective given our project
budget.



https://13,500.00

lIF ! %nsrw of Purct Order
Date Purchase Ordev Revision No.
Oct 8, 2020 2100835249 0
Cantact
Email
| Phone
[ Suppliar information Ship To Information

, Supplier Name NawsGuard Technologies Inc Atte:
jAddress 25 W 52nd St 15th Floor Room/Aea:

| New York, New York 10019 Unived States 1885 $TADIUM RD

GAINBSVILLE, FL 32611
United States
_ Referense and Delivery information

Guote number Aun
" Custorer Number

Freigit Torms DES

Destination-Freigint inchided
Requested Delivery/Due Date
Size / Unit Ext.

Line No. Product Oaziption @Gatalog No. Pyckaging Price Qumity Price
es

10f1 previde one year of continual access to their full data feed of 1/EA 7.500.00 1EA 750600

relizbility 1atings, descriptive mewdata, and Nutrition Label reviaws yso usp
for 5800 news and information sites
ADDITIONAL INFO
UCM 1/EA
Estimated Cost/Fee par unit (Rot to exceed) 7,500.00
Service End Dase 972872021

Goverming serms can be found at UF Proclirement Services websites http//www piwchasing.ufl.edufvendors/poasp  Total 7.500.00 USD
Astachments for Supplier
; Atscuments for supplier

Signed NewsGuasd,..
Header 031 UF Phonebookand  The University of Floridailectronic Phoneboak can be found online at hitp://phonebook uiledu/.
Ivoicing info

For payment.invaices to e University of Horida shoulc be emailed. oneinvoiee per email, 2s a
pdf or .tif attachment to
UfLinvoices@edmaraup.com or mailed ta UF Accounts Payable. PC Box 3357, Scranton, PA 18505

or by fax ta 1-579-496-5411.
003 Terms and Conditions Terms and Conditions are available at htkpsy//procurementufl.edu
An Equal Opgortunity institution.
13 Right to Terminate  The University of Florida reserves the right to ferminate this order, in whole or part, upon giving

thirty {30) days prior written notice to the seller.


https://proc:urementuff.edu
mailto:UFUnllOices@edmgroup.com
http://phonebook.ufl.edu
http://WWw.pi.wchasing.ufl.edU/Vffldors/po.asp
https://7,500.00
https://7,500.00
https://7,500.00

