


The Iaboratory offers several types of
forensics tests. The most common tests that
we perform are:

Ignitable liquid anaIyS|s for its presence in fire
debris.

|dentification of |gn|table liquids

Unidentified Chemicals for clandestine
laboratories (no drugs either controlled or over
the counter may be submitted).

Chemical reaction bomb testing (aII devices
must be rendered safe before submlssmm)

Explosives testing (all devices must be rendered
safe before submission). e\
-



Becausé’of the nature of materials
handled in the laboratory, we have strict
packaging and submission requirements.

Each test may have different
requirements. Please be certain
evidence meets the packaglng
requirements for the test requested
before sending it to the Iaboratory

Improperly packaged evidence will be
refused. N



All fire debrls evidence must be packaged
in previously unused, airtight, and
Impervious Contalners such as sealed metal
cans or glass jars (Wlth secondary
packaging).

Evidence that can’t be placed in cans may
be packaged in Kapak ®, Ampac ®, or
nylon evidence bags.

Plastic bags or paper bags WI|| not be
accepted as they are not airtight and
moisture and vapors can migrate through
the paper. N



Do not overfill the cans. Cans should not

Some items, such as bulky clothing may
need to be divided into multiple cans or
nlaced into Kapak )®, Ampac ® or Nylon
pags if they will overfill a smgle can.

_Label any hazards such as sharps or
piohazards.

Exterior of cans should be clean of fn<e
debris material. \




Lids of e\}i‘dence cans
must be Completely
closed.

Evidence tape (that
will shred when \\
disturbed) must be
used to seal the lid.

Labels should be
placed on each can
that identify the
submitter, case
number and item
number.




Tissue samples must be sealed in metal cans
and frozen ov\e,r\night prior to shipping.

Label all cans with biohazard stickers, case
number and item numbers

Ship tissue samples by overnight service, do
not send over the weekend or holidays.

Do not place ice or dry ice into the shlpplng
container. N

Alert the laboratory when samples are\\\\\é%t.



Liquid samples require special
packaging.

placed in a small glass bottle.

No more than ¥2 ounce
mL) should be submitted.

The liquid in the vial should
further be secured by placing
an absorbent material in the
bottle (paper towel or gauze
pad) so there is no free liquid.

A Control standard of the
absorbent material should also
be sent as a separate exhibit.

Each glass bottle should be
packaged in a secondary
container such as a metal can
or plastic bottle.




Each secondary container must be tape
sealed and marked with the case
number and |temnumber

Shipments containing liquid samples
should have absorbent materials placed
in the shipping boxes around the bottles.

Known hazardous materials mus’tb ein
regulations. N



No drugs (either controlled substances of
over the Counter (OTC))will be accepted
by the laboratory.

Follow all liquid packaging requirements
for both liquid and solid samples.

If your agency does not regularly submit
clandestine laboratory materiét*l\-s\,\\\please
contact the laboratory priorto

submission. N



Please Ce‘ntect the laboratory prior to all
submissions.

All devices must be rendered safe prior to
submission!

Powder or liquid samples must follow the
regquirements for liquid samples previously
described.

Post blast debris or components should be
individually packaged in glass jars or paper
bags to prevent static electrical charg\ei




artment of Financial Services

Please fill out all =
portions of the =
submission form.

Please make sure that —
Your Agency Case #  [liE=———==
matches the case =
number on the

evidence items.

Ensure that item
numbers and
descriptions match

those on the evidence e e

AN ASCLIVLAB-Internstional ACCREDITED LABORATORY
isciplinas of Explosiv is of Ur 5

packages. T




Evidence may be hand delivered to the
laboratory between 8 am and 4:30pm
Eastern time Monday through Friday.

Evidence that is shipped must have a
tracking number such as those used by
FedEx, UPS, registered mall or certified

Remember that certain types of testlng
require laboratory permission before
being sent. N



How Iong WI|| It take to get testing
results?

st rasiie Wi|| be available within 10 days.
Special testing may“take longer.

Is there a way to request a rush on
analysis?

Yes, for certain cases such as fatalltles
Injuries, court pending, etc. a rush may be
requested. Depending on resources, results
may be available in 2-3 working days.



Can yc)utell me the exact chemical or the kind
of gasoline that was found?

No, brand Composmons frequently change. Results
will be given as a class such as gasoline, petroleum
distillate, or oxygenates (alcohols and acetone).

These are based on the classifications recognized for

ignitable liquids by the American Society for Testing

and Materials. A listing with examples of common

commercial products can be found in our
document on our website.

How do | get my evidence back?

Evidence will be usually be shipped back after
testing. Due to hazardous materials regulations,
some evidence may not be shipped and will be held
by the laboratory until your agency can plck it u&


http://www.myfloridacfo.com/Division/SFM/BFFEA/ChemicalAnalysis/documents/GUIDE_2012picaunprotected_b.pdf

Please 66ntact the laboratory with any
questions. Our phone number Is (850)
539-2700. :

For questions about\\\\\aCkag ing or
shipping, please contact our Forensic
Technologist at (850) 539-2711

Our complete submission gwde can be
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