Florida Fire Prevention Code 8" Edition
NFPA 101

The following are the Florida Specific Amendments to the 2021 edition of the Life Safety Code®
(NFPA 101). Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions to the base edition of
NFPA 101. Yellow highlighting indicates a newly added or newly deleted section (compared to
the 7" edition). Note that some section numbering differs from the 7" edition due to numbering
changes in NFPA 101(2021).

1.1.1.1 Anytime a reference is made to NFPA 1 or NFPA
Florida specific version of NFPA 1 and NFPA 101.

ithin this Code, it shall be the

is made to the building
Code or an adopted

1.1.10 The Florida Building Code shall be referred to anytime a ref
code or to NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction I
standard.

1.3.1.1 If deemed necessary by a fire official for a gh firesafety
plans review or inspection, the fire official may red g, electrical,
plumbing, or similar specialty inspector; however, nothing in authority or jurisdiction
to any person other than a firesafety inspe certified und i £ 6, Florida Statutes,

to perform firesafety inspections requir

of this Code shall a

1.7.1 When a requir[ewt differs b i document, the requirement

1.7.2 When a

flict be a gen quirement specific requirement occurs, the
specific requi nt shall &
1.7.3

The provisions of this Code shall apply without restriction, unless specifically modified by the
Florida Statutes, the Florida Administrative Code, or any Florida specific amendment to this Code.

1.8 Florida Fire
Prevention Code co
Florida Building Code.

tion Code and Florida Building Code Interrelation. The Florida Fire
several provisions and requirements that may interrelate with the
t the intent of this Code that such interrelation result in duplicate
reviews and inspections er_the firesafety authority or the building official. The authority
having jurisdiction over firesafety is responsible for enforcement of the Florida Fire Prevention
Code hereof, and, in the event that a dispute arises regarding the enforcement of the Florida Fire
Prevention Code as related to the enforcement of the Florida Building Code, the authority having
jurisdiction over firesafety shall resolve the dispute by the procedure set forth in Chapter 633 and
Chapter 553, Florida Statutes, as required by Section 633.104(5), Florida Statutes.

a
C
a Nicsn a Q adition- N D A Dvrota hini

Proximate-Audience 2021 -edition. NFPA 1126, Standard for the Use of Pyrotechnics Before a
Proximate Audience, 2001 edition.
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3.1 General. The definitions contarned in thrs chapter shall apply to the terms used in thrs Code
Where terms are not de redHn A ,

ing terms, for the purposes of this
ise modified by another chapter.
Words used in the present tense shall include the future; wo ed in the masculine gender

3.3.99 Fire Code.
Florida Fire Prevention Code as defln

6.1.14.1.3* Where incidental to another occupancy, areas used as follows shall be permitted to
be considered part of the predominant occupancy and shall be subject to the provisions of
the Code that apply to the predominant occupancy:

(1) Mercantile, business, industrial, or storage use
(2)* Nonresidential use with an occupant load fewer than that established by Section 6.1 for the
occupanc threshold

ry offices or for customary non-hazardous uses
necessary fo inci ss in storage and industrial occupancies need not
rincipal use.
s producing, using, or storing low hazard products in accordance with
e separated by fire-resistant construction from the occupancies to

(4) Industrial occu
Subdivision 6.2.2 ne
which they are accesso

6.1.14.1.3.1 Incidental use areas shall be separated as required by Table 509 of the Florida
Building Code where Table 509 permits an automatic fire-extinguishing system without a fire
barrier, the incidental use area shall be separated by construction capable of resisting the
passage of smoke.

6.1.14.1.4 The following accessory occupancies shall not be required to be separated from the
primary occupancy as required in 6.1.14.4:

(1) A kitchen in an assembly occupancy does not constitute a mixed occupancy.

(2) Accessory uses in industrial and storage occupancies as otherwise provided in 6.1.14.1.3(3)
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(3) Rooms or spaces used for customary storage of non-hazardous materials in_assembly,
business, educational, industrial, mercantile, hotel and dormitory, and apartment occupancies
which in aggregate do not exceed 10% of the major floor area in which they are located. Protection
from hazards shall be as otherwise provided in the specific occupancy chapter.

6.1.14.4.7 One-story or two-story structures that are less than 10,000 square feet, whose

occupancy is defined in the Florida Building Code and the Florida Fire Prevention Code as
business or mercantile, the authority having jurisdiction shadhenforce the wall fire-rating provisions
for occupancy separation as defined in the Florida Buildi

7.2.1.3.3.1 Thresholds at exterior sliding doorways serving d nits shall not exceed 34 inch

(19.12mm) in height.

7.2.1.13 Special-Purpose Horizontally Sliding Accordion or Folding Door Assemblies.
Special-purpose horizontally sliding accordion or folding door assemblies shall be permitted in
means of egress, provided that all of the following criteria are met:

W

(1) The door is readily operable from the egress side without special knowledge or effort.

(2) The force that, when applied to the operating device in the direction of egress, is
required to operate the door is not more than 15 Ibf (67 N).

(3) The force required to operate the door in the direction of travel is not more than 30 Ibf
(133 N) to set the door in motion and is not more than 15 Ibf (67 N) to close the door or open
it to the minimum required width.

(4) The door is operable using a force of not more than 50 Ibf (222 N) when a force of 250
Ibf (1100 N) is applied perpendicularly to the door adjacent to the operating device, unless
the door opening is an existing special-purpose horizontally sliding accordion or folding exit
access door assembly serving an area with an occupant load of fewer than 50.

(5) The door assembly complies with the fire protection rating, if required, and, where rated,
is self-closing or automatic-closing by means of smoke detection in accordance

with 7.2.1.8 and is installed in accordance with NFPA 80.

(6) Th if po erated, s capable of being operated manually in the event of

7.2.2.2.3.3 Where
permitted, provided t

ccupant load served does not exceed three five, spiral stairs shall be
following criteria are met:

7.2.2.4.5.5 New handrails shall be installed to provide a clearance of not less than 24441-1/2 in.
(5#38 mm) between the handrail and the wall to which it is fastened.

7.2.2.5.3.2 Enclosed, usable space shall be permitted under stairs, provided that beth-all of the
following criteria are met:

(1)The space shall be separated from the stair enclosure by the same fire resistance as the exit
enclosure.

(2)Entrance to the enclosed, usable space shall not be from within the stair enclosure. (See

also 7.1.3.2.3))

(3) The space is not used for the storage of combustible or flammable liquids, or otherwise
hazardous materials.
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7.2.2.6.3.1* Outside stairs shall be separated from the interior of the building by construction with
the fire resistance rating required for enclosed stairs with fixed or self-closing opening protectives,
except as follows:
(1) Outside stairs serving an exterior exit access balcony that has two remote outside
stairways or ramps shall be permitted to be unprotected.
(2) Outside stairs serving two or fewer adjacent stories, including the story where the exit
discharges, shall be permitted to be unprotected where there is a remotely located second
exit.
(3) In existing buildings, existing outside stairs serving three or fewer adjacent stories,
including the story where the exit discharges, shall be permitted to be unprotected where
there is a remotely located second exit.
(4) The fire resistance rating of a separation ext
shall not be required to exceed 1 hour where ope
protection rating.
(5) Outside stairs in existing buildings protected through
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section

10 ft (3050 mm) from the stairs
ave a minimum 3/4 -hour fire

an approved, supervised
all be permitted to be

unprotected.
(6) As specifically permitted within Chapter 30, @
shall be permitted to be unprotected if conneg -ended corridor
that is an interior exit access corridor ope i i ing doors or
separation from the corridor, provided the fa
(a) The building, including open-ended ays and ramps, shall
be equipped throughout wit atic sprinkler system
in accordance with Secti
(b) The open-ended c j - plicable requirements for

exit aceess corridor,
(C) § |
exceedifig

panels, an
and rescue

ply with the operational constraints of 7.2.1.5. While such protection is
eans of escape from each occupied unit shall be within the first floor of

8.2.1.2* NERA220The Flori
construction classification.

uilding Code shall be used to determine the requirements for the

8.3.2.4 Each new Fire Wall, Fire Barrier, Fire Partition, Smoke Barrier, Smoke Partition, or any
other new wall required to have protected openings shall be permanently identified with signs or
stenciling above any decorative ceiling and in concealed spaces with the wording, “FIRE AND
SMOKE BARRIER — PROTECT ALL OPENINGS,” or similar language. Such signs or stenciling
shall be in 4 inch high letters, ¥z inch stroke, and not more than 15 ft on-center.
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9.6.1.1 The provisions of Section 9.6 shall apply only where specifically required by another
section of this Code or where supervision of a new fire sprinkler system or new fire alarm system
is required by the Florida Building Code.

9.6.3.6 Unless otherwise provided in 9.6.3.6.1 through 9.6.3.6.8, notification signals for occupants
to evacuate shall be audible and visible signals in accordance with NFPA 72. ard+CC/ANSI

11.1.6 Minimum Construction Requirements. Minimum construction requirements shall be in
accordance with the applicable occupancy chapter_ and with the Florida Building Code.

12.3.5.1 FheWhere the occupant load exceeds 100, the following a
be protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprin
with 9.7.1.1(2):

(1) Dance halls

(2) Discotheques

(3) Nightclubs

(4) Bars

(5) Restaurants

(6) Assembly occupancies with festival

13.3.5.1 Where the ogeupant load bly occupancies shall
be protected throug)‘y an ap [ atic sprinkler system in accordance

with 9.7.1.1(2):

ly occupancies shall
tem in accordance

14.3.5.2 The requirement of 14.3.5.1 shall not apply to any of the following:

(1) Non-relocatable buildings having an area not exceeding 1000 ft2 (93 m2)
(2) Non-relocatable buildings containing a single classroom

A a) allla ala

(3) The requirement of 14.3.5.1 shall not apply to relocatable buildings not exceeding

12,000 ft? (1120 m?) or complying with the allowed square footage and construction type
requirements as indicated by the Florida Building Code, whichever is more stringent. Refer to
the Florida Building Code, Types of Construction and the State Requirements for Educational
Facilities.
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14.3.5.2.1 Relocatable Buildings. Relocatable buildings sited after March 1, 2002 shall be
separated as required by the Florida Building Code and comply with the requirements of F.A.C.
69A-58.0082.

14.7.2.2
y N
Emergency egress drills shall include decision-based/option-based drills, including drills comprised of a

unigue set of circumstances that requires faculty and students to consider the response to that specific

threat as well as evacuation or protection in place . ‘

program- -
14.7.2.3
Emergency egress drills shall be conducted as follows:

V- N A

(1) Elementary schools sLaII conduct six fire drills and six emergency drills every school year; middle and

high schools shall conduct four fire drills and six emergency drills every school year.

{4)(a) In elementary schools, four of the six fire drills shall involve evacuating the building to a
designated meeting location outside of the building; two of the six fire drills can be age-appropriate fire
prevention training with content approved by the AHJ; of the six emergency drills, four of the drills shall
address active threats (active assailant, hostage, bomb threat, etc.); two drills shall address events such
as severe weather, natural disasters, reunification, etc.

h, 4 -
(b) In high schools and middle schools, three of the four fire drills shall involve evacuating the building to
a designated meeting location outside of the building; one of the drills can be age appropriate fire
prevention training with content approved by the AHJ; of the six emergency drills, four of the drills shall

address active threats (active assailant, hostage, bomb threat, etc.); and two drills shall address events
such as severe weather, natural disasters, reunification, etc.

(c) ESE students and exceptional student centers may be afforded some alternatives to these
requirements, where approved by the AHJ.

NFPA 101, 2021 edition: Florida Amendments



All students, faculty, safe-school officers , guardians, and volunteers must participate in emergency
drills; that law enforcement officers be physically present on campus and directly involved in the
execution of active assailant emergency drills; emergency drills include the exercise of all necessary

aspects of the drill including panic buttons, simulated communications with first responders, notification
to parents of the drill, student/faculty movement, turnlrlg_lghts off, covering wmdows, etc. Al

f the building shall particioate in thedeill

A

(3) The first fire and emergency drills shall take place W|th|n the first ten days of school.
- P -

(4) Each school shall complete an after-action report subsequent to every fire and emergency drill on
campus. After-action report shall be provided to the Authority Having Jurisdiction upon request.
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14.7.2.5

All emergency drill alarms shall be sounded on the fire alarm system_or by other methods approved by
the AHJ.

15.7.2.2
a

Emergency egress drills shall include decision-based/option-based drills, including drills comprised of a
unigue set of circumstances that requires faculty and students to consider the response to that specific
threat as well as evacuation or protection in place.

Emergency egress drills shall be conducted as follows:

a a9 WA

(1) Elementary schools shall conduct six fire drills and six emergency drills every school year; middle and
high schools shall conduct four fire drills and six emergency drills every school year.

{4)(a) In elementary schools, four of the six fire drills shall involve evacuating the building to a
designated meeting location outside of the building; two of the six fire drills can be age-appropriate fire
prevention training with content approved bvt_he AHJ; of the six emergency drills, four of the drills shall
address active threats (active assailant, hostage, bomb threat, etc.); two drills shall address events such
as severe weather, natural disasters, reunification, etc.

QA

(b) In high schools and middle schools, three of the four fire drills shall involve evacuating the building to
a designated meeting location outside of the building; one of the drills can be age appropriate fire
prevention training with content approved by the AHJ; of the six emergency drills, four of the drills shall
address active threats (active assailant, hostage, bomb threat, etc.); and two drills shall address events
such as severe weather, natural disasters, reunification, etc.

(c) ESE students and exceptional student centers may be afforded some alternatives to these
requirements, where approved by the AHJ.
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(2)

All students, faculty, safe-school officers , guardians, and volunteers must participate in emergency
drills; that law enforcement officers be physically present on campus and directly involved in the
execution of active assailant emergency drills ; emergency drills include the exercise of all necessary
aspects of the drill including panic buttons, simulated communications with first responders, notification
to parents of the dr|II student/facultv movement, turning lights off, covering wmdows, etc. Al

TN

(3) The first fire and emergencv drills shall take Qlace within the first ten days of school.

(4) Each school shall complete an after-action report subsequent to every fire and emergency drill on

campus. After-action report shall be provided to the Authority Having Jurisdiction upon request.

2]
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15.7.2.5

All emergency drill alarms shall be sounded on the fire alarm system or by other methods approved by
the AHJ.

@) In cllmates where the weather is severe,
relocation drills shall be permitted to be def
(b) The required number of emergency egr

and not less than four shall be conducted be .
(2) The monthly frequency specified by 16.7.2.2(1) shall be permitted to be bimonthly in adult
day-care centers.

(3) All occupants of the building occu iCi ew

(4) One additional emergency egr, ' r day-care occupancies
that are open on a y* [ in the first 30 days of operation.

(5) Fire emergency e ' st include, at a minimum:

d level or that have a window for rescue
door to exit and then travel in a different

17.7.2.2 Emergen
(1) Not less than one
facility is in session, un

ss and relocation drills shall be conducted as follows:
ency egress and relocation drill shall be conducted every month the
th of the following criteria are met:
(@) In climates wh weather is severe, the monthly emergency egress and
relocation drills shall B€ permitted to be deferred.
(b) The required number of emergency egress and relocation drills shall be conducted,
and not less than four shall be conducted before the drills are deferred.
(2) The monthly frequency specified by 16.7.2.2(1) shall be permitted to be bimonthly in adult
day-care centers.
(3) All occupants of the building occupancy shall participate in the drill.
(4) One additional emergency egress and relocation drill, other than for day-care occupancies
that are open on a year-round basis, shall be required within the first 30 days of operation.
(5) Fire emergency egress and relocation drills conducted must include, at a minimum:
(a) One fire emergency egress and relocation drill using the established napping or
sleeping times.

NFPA 101, 2021 edition: Florida Amendments


https://codesonline.nfpa.org/code/0a98c4ad-a1c9-4baa-ac3f-d2df744d9f92/7f759e28-5f27-43b4-94f6-4d514e2be833/np_9306bb6c-3798-11ea-8dbd-27598ef85f67.html#ID001010006084
https://codesonline.nfpa.org/code/0a98c4ad-a1c9-4baa-ac3f-d2df744d9f92/7f759e28-5f27-43b4-94f6-4d514e2be833/np_9306bb6c-3798-11ea-8dbd-27598ef85f67.html#ID001010006084

(b) One fire emergency egress and relocation drill using an alternate evacuation route.
Occupants of rooms that are not on the ground level or that have a window for rescue
shall be permitted to use the main classroom door to exit and then travel in a different
direction from that point.

(c) One fire drill in the presence and at the request of the authority having jurisdiction.

18.3.4.3.1 Occupant Notification.
Occupant notification shall be accomplished automatically in accordance with 9.6.3, unless
otherwise modified by the following:

(1) Paragraph 9.6.3.2.3 shall not be permitted to be used.
(2)* Where the private operating mode in accordance with NFPA 72 is used, alarm
notification appliances shall not be required in patient care spaces where alarm notification
adversely affects patient care.
(a) Only the attendants and other personnel required to e
zone, area, floor, or buildings shall be required to be notified®
(b) Notification of personnel as specified in 18.3.4.3.1(2)(a) sh
readily identify the zone, area, floor, or building.i evacu
(3) The provision of 18.3.2.5.3(13)(c) shall be permitted to be used.

te occupants from a

de means to

19.3.4.3.1 Occupant Notification.
Occupant notification shall be accomplished automatically in accordance with 9.6.3, unless

otherwise modified by the following: ‘ -

(2)* In lieu of audible alarm signals, visible alarm-indicating appliances shall be permitted to
be used in critical care areas.

(2) Where visual devices have been installed in patient sleeping areas in place of an audible
alarm, they shall be permitted where approved by the authority having jurisdiction.

(3) The provision of 19.3.2.5.3(13)(c) shall be permitted to be used.

(4)* Where the private operating mode in accordance with NFPA 72 is used, alarm
notification appliances shall not be required in patient care spaces where alarm notification
affects patient care.

required to be naotified.
din 18.3.4.3.1(2)(a) shall include means to

22.7.2* Combustible nal Property. Books, clothing, and other combustible personal
property allowed in slee oms shall be stored in closable metal lockers or an approved fire-
resistant container. This d t apply to one and two occupant rooms equipped with an
approved automatic fire sprinkKler system in which the storage container shall be no larger than 3

cubic feet per person.

23.7.2* Combustible Personal Property. Books, clothing, and other combustible personal
property allowed in sleeping rooms shall be stored in closable metal lockers or an approved fire-
resistant container. This does not apply to one and two occupant rooms equipped with an
approved automatic fire sprinkler system in which the storage container shall be no larger than 3
cubic feet per person.
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30.2.2.3.5 Quitside stairs complying with the exception in 7.2.2.6.3.1(6) shall be permitted.

31.3.4.3.5.1 Fire Department Notification shall not be required in existing apartment buildings 4
stories or less in height, when all of the following are provided:

(1) An approved sign is provided at each manual fire alarm pull box reading “Local Alarm Only -
In Case of Fire Call 911.” The lettering and numbers on approved signs shall have a minimum
height of ¥2 inch-24nches, with a minimum 1/8 inch 3{8inch-stroke width, and shall be white red
in color on red white-background located no higher than 4 inches directly above the manual fire
alarm box and;

(2) A combination visual and audible notification device is provided at an approved location on

the outside wall .

31.3.5.9.1 All high-rise buildings, other than those meeting 31.3.5.9.2 or 31.3.5.9.3, shall be
protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with

31.3.5.2 by January-12033 January 1, 2027.

31.3.5.9.1.1 A high-rise condominium association, as defined in F.S. 718.103, shall decide by
January 1, 2024 as to their selection to protect the property throughout by an approved,
supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 31.3.5.2 or install an engineered life
safety system in accordance with 31.3.5.9.4. The determination of the selection shall be sent to

the AHJ responsible for the enforcement of this Cod& by Februar¥ 1, 2024.

31.3.5.9.1.1.1 For condominium associations that choose to protect their building throughout by
an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 31.3.5.2, the following
phasing schedule shall apply:

(D By January 1, 2025, the condominium association shall retain a Florida Registered
Professional Engineer to develop the engineered design criteria for the fire sprinkler system and
submit the engineered design criteria to the AHJ for review and approval.

(2) By January 1, 2026, the condominium association’s fire sprinkler contractor shall have
applied for and received a permit for the installation of the fire sprinkler system by the AHJ.

(3) The installation of the fire sprinkler system shall be completed, as demonstrated by
passing the final inspections of the AHJ, by January 1, 2027.

(4) Permits for fire sprinkler systems, issued under this section, shall be valid for five years
from the issuance date. Permits related to compliance with this section shall be maintained in
accordance with the issuing authority.

31.3.5.9.1.1.2 For condominium association that choose to install an engineered life safety
system in accordance with 31.3.5.9.4, the following phasing schedule shall apply:

(1 By January 1, 2025, the condominium association shall retain a Florida Registered
Professional Engineer to conduct an evaluation of the building to develop an engineered life
safety system in accordance with 31.3.5.9.4 and submit the engineered life safety system
design to the AHJ for review.

(2) By January 1, 2026, the condominium association’s contractors shall have applied for
and received a permit for the installation of all improvements associated with the engineered life
safety system by the AHJ.

(3) The installation of the engineered life safety system shall be completed, as
demonstrated by the passing the final inspections of the AHJ, by January 1, 2027.
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(4) Permits for systems or structures related to the engineered life safety system shall be
valid for five years from the issuance date. Permits related to compliance with this section shall
be maintained in accordance with the issuing authority.

31.3.5.9.3 An automatic sprinkler system shall not be required in buildings having an-that
have-apreviously approved and implemented engineered life safety system that was developed
in accordance with 31.3.5.9.4

31.3.5.9.4.1 When used to satisfy the requirements of 31.3.5.9.3, the term “Engineered Life
Safety System” shall only apply as an alternative to complete automatic fire sprinkler protection
in existing high-rise buildings.

Annex

A.18. 3 4 3 1(2) l{—ns—tThe mtent of this is p#emen%—pe#mﬂ—a—vnslble—twe—alanm—ggnakmstead—ei

alaFms for the use of the private operatlnq mode in the patlent care areas, mcludlnq patlent

sleeping areas, of health care facilities and to provide notification of a fire event only to the staff
trained to direct emergency response. This may be accomplished by visual or audible alarm
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signals in areas usually occupied by staff such as the nurse station, utility rooms, medication
room, and staff break room.

A.19.3.4.3.1(1) It is the |ntent of this prOV|S|on to permlt a vstble—ﬁte—alampsqgnal—mstead-et—an

atapms—the use of the private operatlnq mode in the patlent care areas, mcluqu patient sleeplnq
areas, of health care facilities and to provide notification of a fire event only to the staff trained to
direct emergency response. This may be accomplished by visual or audible alarm signals in
areas normally occupied by staff such as the nurse station, utility rooms, medication room, and
staff break room.
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