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ARTICLE VI. – FIRE SAFETY  

Section 4.6.1. Generally  

This Article and the regulations contained in Chapter 26 of the City Code establish the fire and life safety 
standards for the City’s built environment. 

Section 4.6.2. Fire Hydrants  

A. Locations. Fire Hydrants shall be located according to the following:  

(1). Fire hydrants in non-residential, mixed-use, and multi-family (three (3) or more attached units) 
subdivisions and developments shall be spaced no greater than 400-feet apart, as measured by hose 
lay along the street. 

a. Isolation valves shall be installed in non-residential, mixed-use, and multi-family subdivisions 
pursuant to City of North Port Utilities Standards for water and wastewater systems. 

(2). Fire hydrants in single-family or single-family attached (not more than two (2) units) residential 
subdivisions and developments shall be spaced no more than 800-feet apart, as measured by hose 
lay along the street. 

a. In single-family residential subdivisions and developments, isolation valves shall be installed at 
intervals so that no break or repair shall necessitate shutting down a length of pipe greater than 
800-feet. 

(3). All efforts shall be made to locate fire hydrants at intersections. 

B. Public Hydrants. The developer shall bear the cost of fire hydrant installation. After installation, 
inspection, and testing, fire hydrants shall be dedicated to the City of North Port Utilities Department for 
maintenance. 

C. Private Hydrants. Privately owned fire hydrants shall be installed only with the approval of the Fire Rescue 
District and North Port Utilities Department. 

(1). Hydrants shall be installed per NFPA 14 and North Port Utilities Department specifications. 
Maintenance shall be conducted on an annual basis and include painting. Per NFPA 25, the owner, 
association, or representative shall forward the maintenance, inspection, and testing certification to 
the City of North Port Fire Rescue District. 

D. Hydrant Clearance. The minimum clearance around all fire hydrants shall be 7.5-feet on each side, 7.5-
feet in front, and 4-feet in the rear. 

(1). There shall be a minimum 18-inches of clear height from the finished grade to the center of the 
pumper nozzle nut. 

E. Traffic Markers. The developer shall affix blue traffic markers per the standards of the most current 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Standard Plans for Typical Placement of Raised Pavement 
Markers for all new fire hydrants.  

F. Dry hydrants. Where required by the Fire Rescue District, subdivisions and commercial development 
projects without a central water system shall conform to the following standards: 

(1). Dry hydrant drafting point assemblies shall be provided when bodies of water are available. Dry 
hydrant placement shall be with the approval of the Fire Chief or designee and shall be designed by 
a Florida registered engineer in accordance with NFPA 1231, Standard on Water Supplies for 
Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting. 
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Section 4.6.4. Fire Rescue Access During Construction 

A. Primary Access Roads. 

(1). The primary access road shall generally extend to within 100-feet of the construction areas and, as 
such construction progresses, shall extend to provide consistent emergency access. The entry 
roadways shall be a minimum of 20-feet wide, stabilized base compacted to 90% density with a 
Limerock Bearing Ratio (LBR) of 80. The access road shall support the imposed loads of fire apparatus 
with a minimum weight of 40 tons. 

(2). The fire hydrant system shall meet the minimum spacing and distancing requirements outlined in 
Section 4.6.2. and be fully activated within 400-feet of the construction area, measured along the 
road (800-feet in single-family home developments), prior to combustibles arriving on site. As 
construction progresses, the fire hydrant system shall be extended to provide a consistent water 
supply for fire suppression. 

B. Secondary Access Roads. Secondary and other access roadways shall be maintained throughout 
construction for access to the property. The secondary access roadways shall be constructed to the same 
criteria as the primary access and shall support the imposed load of a fire apparatus of at least 40 tons. 

(1). The entry point shall be designated by a sign with 6-inch letters: “FIRE RESCUE ACCESS POINT.” 

(2). The sign must be reflective, weather resistant, and suitable for the environment and measure 12-
inches by 18-inches with a white background and red letters. The Sign shall be visible from the 
nearest major road to the project. 

(3). If the roadway is longer than 100-feet, red survey stakes shall be used to delineate the roadway. 
Stakes shall be reflective, weather resistant, and suitable for the environment, with a minimum offset 
of 30-feet on both sides of the roadway. 

(4). If required by the AHJ at the secondary access road, a water source shall be provided within 400-feet 
of construction (measured by hose lay) to provide a consistent water supply for fire suppression.  

(5). The water supply shall be approved by the AHJ. 

(6). On all access drives (paved or unpaved), all construction traffic shall park on one (1) side of the street 
to maintain a minimum 12- foot-wide clearance for emergency vehicles. 

C. Design. With the approval of the AHJ, access roads of stabilized base covered with turf or decorative pavers 
designed by a professional engineer, clearly delineated with approved signage, may be permitted. 

Section 4.6.5. Roadways, Parking Lots, and Driveways 

A. Access Points. New subdivisions and developments shall have a minimum of two (2) fully functional 
access drives, remotely located from one another, as determined by the AHJ. Where feasible, the access 
drives shall not be accessed from the same roadway. Residential subdivisions and developments with 
fewer than 100 dwelling units shall provide one (1) fully functional access drive and one (1) emergency 
access drive into the community. The single access drive shall meet the requirements in Section 4.6.4.A. 
Fire Rescue Access During Construction, Primary Access Road. The emergency access drive shall meet the 
requirements in Section 4.6.4.B. Fire Rescue Access During Construction, Secondary Access Road. The AHJ 
shall have the authority to require additional measures when necessary to ensure public safety. 

(1). A minimum vertical clearance of 13-feet, 6-inches is required. 
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(2). Roadway, parking lot and driveway turning radii shall be designed to standards included in Section 
A.1.2. in the Appendix and in Chapter 4, Article X. of this ULDC, and all other applicable regulatory 
documents as amended. 

(3). The Engineer of Record shall submit drawings clearly indicating vehicle stacking and turning radii of 
all roads, entrances, cul-de-sacs, and parking lots. 

B. Dead-End Roads. Dead-end roads shall provide appropriate turning space for fire apparatus per the 
requirements in this Section.  

(1). Dead-end fire department access roads longer than 150-feet shall provide appropriate turning space 
for fire apparatuses. Acceptable turnarounds include cul-de-sac, T-turn, or Y-turn. 

a. The paved surface of a cul-de-sac turnaround shall have a centerline radius of no less than 50-
feet.  

b. The paved surface of a T or Y turn shall have a depth of no less than 40-feet. 

(2). Dead-end roads shall not exceed 1,200-feet and shall provide appropriate turning space for fire 
apparatus. Acceptable turnarounds include cul-de-sac, T-turn, or Y-turn. 

a. The paved surface of a cul-de-sac turnaround shall have a centerline radius of no less than 50-
feet.  

b. The paved surface of a T or Y turn shall have a depth of no less than 40-feet. 

Section 4.6.6. Fire Lanes and Fire Department Accessibility to Buildings 

A. Fire Lanes. Fire lanes shall be provided for all non-residential, mixed-use, and multi-family development 
per the requirements in this Section.  

(1). Required fire lanes shall be provided with the inner edge of the roadway no closer than 10-feet and 
no farther than 30-feet from the building. Fire lanes shall extend a minimum of 30-feet on each side 
of a public entrance or unit of a building. 

a. Fire lanes shall have a surface designed to accommodate fire apparatus with a minimum weight 
of 40 tons. 

b. Buildings having ramps or other elevated roadways shall have posted weight limit signs. 

(2). All fire lanes shall have a minimum width of 12-feet. 

a. All fire lanes shall be completely outlined with yellow traffic paint by a stripe of 8-inches minimum 
width and diagonal striping a minimum of 4-inches wide, at least 4-feet on center, to the curb 
line. 

b. The curb, or the line of the curb, shall be painted yellow for the entire length of the fire lane. 
Within the stripes shall be the words “FIRE LANE - NO PARKING” in block letters of no less than 
12-inches in height with a minimum 3-inch stroke, directly in front of the entry/exit doors. 

c. All pavement lettering shall be 90-mil thick thermoplastic. 

(3). Fire lanes shall also be marked with freestanding signs with the wording: “NO PARKING - FIRE LANE - 
BY ORDER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.” 

a. Signs shall be reflective, weather resistant, and suitable for the environment and be 12-inches by 
18-inches with red letters on a white background and shall be a maximum of 7-feet in height 
from the roadway to the bottom of the sign. 
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b. The signs shall be within sight of the traffic flow, shall be readable from both directions and shall 
be a maximum of 50-feet apart. 

(4). Areas around FDC’s shall be considered fire lanes. 

a. This area shall have a minimum width of 15-feet (7.5-feet on each side of the FDC) and shall be 
completely outlined with yellow traffic paint by a stripe of 8-inches minimum width with diagonal 
striping a minimum of (4-inches wide and at least four 4-feet on center, to the curb line. 

b. The curb, or the line of the curb, shall be painted yellow for the entire length of the FDC fire lane. 
Within the stripes shall be the words “FDC - NO PARKING” in block letters of no less than 12-
inches in height with a minimum 3-inch stroke. 

c. All pavement lettering shall be 90-mil thermoplastic. 

d. All FDC’s shall have a sign posted 18-to-24-inches above the appliance and not more than 4-feet 
directly behind the FDC. The sign shall be reflective, weather resistant, and suitable for the 
environment and have the letters “FDC” in 6-inch red letter on a white background. 

B. Building Access.  

(1). In buildings up to two (2) stories, at least one (1) elevation (side) of each building shall be accessible 
to the fire department. 

(2). In buildings two (2) stories to four (4) stories, up to a maximum height of 50-feet, at least two (2) 
elevations (sides) of each building shall be accessible to the fire department. 

(3). In buildings greater than four (4) stories or over 50-feet in height, at least three (3) elevations (sides) 
of each building shall be accessible to the fire department. 

 

  




